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CITY OF MCALESTER CLOSING RESTAURANT DINING ROOMS, OTHER BUSINESSES 
 

MCALESTER, Okla. – McAlester City Manager Pete Stasiak has issued an Order Proclaiming Existence 

of a Civil Emergency in relation to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic that implements certain 

restrictions and closures on businesses inside McAlester City Limits effective at 12:01 am on March 21, 

2020. The order closes dine-in and on-premises consumption for restaurants and similar establishments 

such as coffee shops but allows the businesses to remain open for drive-thru, carry out, and curbside pickup 

options. Additionally, bars, wineries, clubs, and other establishments that serve liquor or beer are closed 

along with theaters, performance venues, gyms, fitness centers, recreation centers, arcades, bingo halls, 

skating rinks, and other similar facilities.  

 

“I want nothing more than our citizens to continue supporting the businesses in our community, but we 

have to put the health and safety of the public first at this time,” said Stasiak. “I commend the businesses 

and restaurants who have already implemented these actions out of concern for others. Unfortunately, we 

are beyond the level of volunteer actions and I feel this order is immediately necessary until the city council 

can take further action.”  

 

Under McAlester City Ordinances, the city manager has the authority to issue ordinances necessary for the 

protection of life and property after consulting with the Chief of Police and Fire Chief. The order is 

effective for 48 hours or until the city council takes other action.  

 

“We take this action very seriously and have had several conversations with emergency management, the 

health department, and other partners about the proper steps the city should take as we face the threat of the 

Coronavirus,” said Stasiak.  

 

McAlester Mayor John Browne has called an emergency city council meeting for 8:00 am on Monday, 

March 23, 2020, to consider extending the provisions for a longer period. In compliance with new open 

meetings rules issued by the Oklahoma State Legislature this week, some members of the council will be 

teleconferencing to maintain social distancing standards.  

 

More information will be forthcoming as additional measures are implemented at the local level. For 

updates and additional details, visit the city’s website at www.cityofmcalester.com or follow the official 

Facebook page at www.facebook.com/cityofmcalester.  
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